
 

 

 

 
SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING BULLETIN 

    

TO: ALL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL FROM: Anthony Mata 

Chief of Police 

    

SUBJECT: FIREARM LAW CHANGES DATE: August 23, 2022 

    

   
Bulletin #2022-025 

    

On June 30, 2022, the California Legislature enacted several new firearm regulations including 

Assembly Bill 1621 - Unserialized Firearms.1 AB 1621 changes the definition of a firearm pursuant 

to Penal Code section 16520 – Firearm (definition) to include “firearm precursor parts”—mirroring 

the language of the ATF’s federal rule change which takes effect August 24, 2022.2  Please refer to 

Attachment 1 (below) provided by the Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office regarding AB 

1621. 

 

AB 1621 - Unserialized Firearms  

 

Effective immediately, the definition of a firearm pursuant to PC 16520 has been changed to include 

firearm precursor parts, meaning the new definition includes unfinished frames and receivers.  This 

pertains to most of the regulations used by law enforcement, to include possession by prohibited 

persons (e.g., felons, restrained persons, etc.).  Effective June 30, 2022, when a prohibited person is 

found to be in possession of a firearm precursor part, a violation of PC 29800 (Felon in Possession of 

a Firearm) has occurred. 

 

AB 1621 repealed several Penal Code sections which were created by AB 879 - Firearms (October 

2019) to regulate firearm precursor part possession, as duplicative.  Those sections are no longer 

needed because the definition change rolls these violations into existing law.  The repealed Penal Code 

sections are 30405, 30406, 30412, and 30414. 

 

PC 16520 – Firearm (definition) 

 

(a) As used in this part, “firearm” means a device, designed to be used as a weapon, from which 

is expelled through a barrel, a projectile by the force of an explosion or other form of 

combustion. 

(b) As used in the following provisions, “firearm” includes the frame or receiver of the weapon, 

including both a completed frame or receiver, or a firearm precursor part 

 

 

 

 
1 https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill id=202120220AB1621 
2 https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations/definition-frame-or-receiver 
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PC 16531 – Firearm Precursor Part (definition) 

 

(a) “Firearm precursor part” means any forging, casting, printing, extrusion, machined body or 

similar article that has reached a stage in manufacture where it may readily be completed, 

assembled or converted to be used as the frame or receiver of a functional firearm, or that is 

marketed or sold to the public to become or be used as the frame or receiver of a functional 

firearm once completed, assembled or converted. 

 

PC 29180 – Assembly of Firearms 

 

Current California law requires individuals obtain and affix a serial number before completing 

(assembling) a firearm.  This code section continues to regulate unserialized firearms. 

 

 

 

         
        Anthony Mata 

        Chief of Police 

 

AM:SD:JP:MM 

 

Attachment 1: California Gun Law Guide July 2022 Edition, Santa Clara County District Attorney’s 

Office 
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Attachment 1: California Gun Law Guide July 2022 Edition,  

Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office 
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